desert sands

+ 1! learndlife

Parent Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
DATE 12/12/2024
TIME 5:30-7:00 PM

1. Welcome to Family Paint Night/PAC Meeting

Meeting started at 5:30pm by Bonilla
Parent Counselor Advisory Committee
Trivia Question: What does the owl symbolize? ~ Wisdom!

2. Introductions

Jenny Bonilla - Principal, Crystal Guiterrez and Patty Garcia - School Social Workers
School Social Workers role at DS explained

3. Cycle of Improvement

a.

Student Progress

Data Dive 22/23 - 23/24 - 24/25 School Year Comparison

On a monthly basis, student percentage of progress has decreased.

Bonilla explained that this is due to the different ways that we re tracking student
progress. Expectations have been raised from [ credit to 2+. Data is being pulled
differently.

Addressed trends in low credit completion progress. Emphasized the importance
of continuing to work on credits even during the breaks. Asked parents to help
monitor work completion over break.

Credit Completion 24 - 25

LPs I-5 shown LP. Increased in credit completion on LP 4& 5 from previous
school years (22/23 - 24/25)

Overall, students have not met 5 credits an LP average. Work in progress.
Reiterated 5 credit a LP requirement “High 5 Campaign”

Social Worker’s Data
Populations Served: 49.2% are Gen Ed, Sped 18.9%, HOPE 7.7%, Homeless
5.4% Probation 1.7% and Foster 17%
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Criss Support explained in depth.

4. Student Social Emotional Health
a. Social Emotional Support Services & Resources

Teen Mental Health - 42% of teens experience persistent feelings of sadness or
hopelessness 50% of all lifetime mental illness begin at age 14. Red Flags of
symptoms explained.

Providing Support and Fighting Stigma

Parents received tips on how to approach their children with difficult topics
regarding mental health.

Resources - Mental Health Services : Hazel Health and Care Solace

Coping Skills: Anxiety Workshop and Self Care Workshops offered.
Grounding as a coping skill explained. Anxiety workshop starting February 2025.

Question (Bonilla) - How can a parent support a child when the child won 't open
up to the parent? How can parents help in these situations?

Response (Patty SSW) - Meet students where they are. Validate their feelings and
bring awareness of (parents) feelings. Lead by example by being vulnerable with
their children about their own feelings. Bring awareness to one's triggers.

Comment and question by parent - EL student having difficulty with receiving
incorrect credit and not being guided enough on how to work through the packet
independently. Can staff ensure to assign proper credit and review packets when
assigning it.

Response - We are piloting a new system to ensure accurate credits are being
given.

5. Upcoming Events
a. Calendar of Events

Winter Break Dec 20th 2024 - January 8th, 2024. Classes resume Thursday
1/9/25. Student expectation is to return with work completed and ready to be
turned in. Enough credits will be given before break.
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Mandatory State Tests

Physical Fitness Tests - ALL 9th Graders on 2.3.25

ELPAC State Testing - ALL EL Student

CAASPP State Testing - ALL 11th & 12Th Graders (window opens 3.24.25)

Winter Ball cancelled due to low interest/the amount of permission slips returned
and not enough credit competition requirements reached to participate.

Prom scheduled for MAY. ALL dances have eligibility criteria. Credit completion,
attendance, and behavioral.

Spring Open House Event - 3/14/25 Spm-7pm.
Spring Break 4/14/25 - 4/18/25.

Bonilla reiterated that parents check L4L Connect/ Parent Square messages each
Sunday. Field Trips will be announced through this platform.

Previous PAC meeting, parents were interested in having financial literacy class.
~DS'is in contact with Schools First.

Math & Multi Subject Support Model
Beginning in January 2025

Math teachers will be in one specific room for individualized support for every
math course. Students may have an additional 1 to 2 appointments each week with
a math teacher.

~ ALL teachers, except for math, will begin to teach all subjects.

WASC - explained to parents - accreditation vs non accreditation

(Starting January} Starting Self Study Process - Every 6 six years DS goes
through this process, ensuring that the school is implementing new and growing
as a site.
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Parent comment - Had a student that graduated in 2017, as has seen the school
grow immensely in resources offered and opportunities for students to participate
in events such as dances and pathways trips.

6. Parent & Student Surveys
a. Climate Survey - Parents and students asked to complete the survey during the
presentation.
b. Workshop/Topic/Activities Interest Survey -
Are parents interested in learning more about the impacts of social media on our
youth? Truancy laws?

Responses - Work permits, obtaining drivers licences.
Reponse : Physical Fitness - How to have a more active lifestyle.
7. Next Meeting date: TBD in February Tax Preparation - March Financial Literacy &

Taxes
Open Forum
1. Parent - Concern about overwhelming her student on her credit completion despite
meeting credit completion expectations. Would like grace from the teacher because she
feels that it's having a negative impact on her student.
Bonilla - Open line of communication with families when concerns arise.
2. Parent - Recommended meal prep workshops for students to learn how to make
healthy meals at home. ~ The student tends to order out and doesnt always order healthy

options when doing so.

8. Adjourned at 6:30 pm.



